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1. EMBOFF HAS DISCUSSED IFAD WITH MME. VERVALCKE OF 
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VERVALCKE, WHO WILL REPRESENT BELIUM AT OCTOBER 16 DAC 
MEETING, EXPRESSED GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH POINTS MADE 
REFTEL. PRIMARY BELGIAN RESERVATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2. WEIGHTED VOTING. MME. VERVALCKE MADE POINT TOUCHED ON 
IN LONDON 15656 REGARDING POSSIBLE VOTING FORMULA TO 
ACCOMMODATE SMALL DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO THIS 
CONCEPT, EACH CONTRIBUTOR WOULD HAVE BASIC AND EQUAL ALLOCA- 
TION, TO BE SUPPLEMENTED BY ADDITIONAL VOTING WEIGHT ACCORDING 
TO CONTRIBUTION. OBJECTIVE WOULD BE THAT SMALL DONOR DC'S 

BE ASSURED OF MORE VOTING POWER THAN INDIVIDUAL LDCS IN 
GROUP C UNDER THEIR LIKELY ONE MAN MAN VOTE ARRANGEMENT. 
VERVALCKE SAID THAT WITHOUT SOME SUCH ARRANGMEMENT GOB WOULD 
HAVE GEREAT DIFFICULTY OBTAINING PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL FOR 
IFAD PARTICIPATION. SHE SAID THAT SHE DISCUSSED THESE POINTS 
WITH USDEL AT WORKING GROUP MEETING IN GENEVA LAST MONTH. 

3. GRANT CRITERIA. BELGIANS ALSO UNHAPPY WITH 8 PERCENT 
LIMIT FOR GRANT ASSISTANCE STIPULATED IN DRAFT ARTICLES. 

VERVALCKE SAID PERCNETAGE UNREALISTICALLY LOW. IT SHOULD 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT, SHE BELIEVES, LIKELY NEED FOR GRANT 
ASSISTANCE TO SOME LDC'S OUTSIDE LEAST DEVELOPED GROUP 
(I.E., GENERALLY COUNTRIES WITH LESS THAN $200 ANNUAL 

PER CAPITA INCOME), IN VIEW OF GROWING DEBT PROBLEM 
OF MANY OF THESE COUNTRIES. 

4. MEMBERSHIP. BELGIAN QUESTION WISDOM OF OPPOSING 
EC MEMBER STATES JOINING IFAD ON THEIR OWN AS WELL AS 
EC MEMBERSHIP. SINCE LATTER MIGHT INCREASE OVERALL 
EUROPEAN CONTRIBUTION. SHE COMMENTED THAT 

BELGIUM WOULD PREFER TO ENTER UNDER EC UMBRELLA (FOR ONE 
THING, THIS WOULD PROBABLY MEAN A LARGER BELGIAN CON- 
TRIBUTION), BUT IS PREPARED TO JOIN INDIVIDUALLY IF 
DIFFERENCES WITHIN EC DELAY ITS ENTRY. 

5. BELGIAN PLEDGE. FINALLY, VERVALCKE SAID IT MUCH 

TOO EARLY FOR GOB ANNOUNCEMENT AT THIS TIME. PROPOSED 
CNTRBUTION IS IN FY-76 BELGIAN BUDGET, WHICH JUST BEING 
SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT THIS WEEK. ANNOUNCEMENT WILL 
THUS HAVE TO AWAIT BUDGET APPROVAL LATER THIS YEAR. FIRESTONE 
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